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Noted poet and long-time Editor in Chief of the New York
Evening Post, Bryant purchased a country house in Roslyn
in 1843. "Cedarmere" as it was called, remained in the
family until the 1970's, when it was willed to Nassau County.
Although Bryant continued to commute to New York City,
he was also active in Roslyn affairs. In the early 1870s he
purchased land and built a Reading Room for the people of
Roslyn. At his death in 1878, the Bryant Library Association
was formed, and the building and land were turned over to
the Association by his daughter, Julia.
Books by and about Bryant, as well as letters, photographs
and clippings about Bryant, the library and Cedarmere can
be found in the library's Local History Collection.

Themes
 Bryant is very useful as a means of
demonstrating the imitative mode through
which New Englanders of an intellectual
bent sought to establish an acceptable
American literary voice.
 This is easily demonstrated by pairing his
poems with comparable English productions.
He can also be linked to the
Transcendentalists--though with great
caution, since much more is going on.

Significant Form, Style, or
Artistic Conventions
 Again, he should be shown in connection
with his English models.
 It's useful to point out the self-conscious
regularity of these poems both in
connection with their particularly derivative
subject matter and in contrast with the
form and subjects of those contemporary
poems and songs (well represented in this
anthology) that were not informed by the
dominant English literary culture.

http://www.wvu.edu/~
lawfac/jelkins/lp2001/bryant.html
Photos, poems, links

Bio
 William Cullen Bryant was a young lawyer
when his poem "Thanatopsis" first
appeared in the North American Review
in 1817. Inspired by the romantic lyrics of
William Wordsworth, Bryant found his
subject in the American landscape,
especially that of New England. By 1825,
critics on both sides of the Atlantic called
him the finest poet in the United States.
But reputation alone could not support his
family, and in 1826 Bryant joined the New
York Evening Post.

http://www.npg.si.edu/exh/brady/gallery/70gal.
html
 By 1840, Bryant had largely abandoned poetry to
become one of the country's leading advocates for
abolition. From 1856 on, the Evening Post was a
Republican paper, supporting the arming of
abolitionist settlers in Kansas, deriding the Dred Scott
decision, and celebrating John Brown as a martyr. In
1860, Bryant introduced Abraham Lincoln before the
audience at Cooper Union in New York. Later, Bryant
and the Evening Post influenced Lincoln's decision to
issue the Emancipation Proclamation. Brady
photographed the powerful editor in New York around
1860.
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